
20
21

ASHWOOD GLEN

SCHOOL

YEARBOOK





TABLE OF CONTENTS

01 24

02 39

03 64

05 80

About our school 

Director's Address 

Faculty

Children's House 

Junior-Middle School

Specialty Subjects

Events 

Autographs



The Ashwood Glen Learning Program is holistic and balanced; focusing equally on Academics,

Activities and Personal and Social-Emotional Learning (PSEL). The Ashwood Glen Profile is

intentionally embedded across all areas of our program to foster a positive school culture that

extends to and impacts our community at large.

Our pedagogy integrates core concepts from the established Montessori and the progressive

International Baccalaureate (IB) methodologies. By merging these proven formats, we create a

unique, well-balanced educational program that facilitates early social and academic learning.

The design of the Montessori program is ideal for our students in that it stimulates learning

through inquiry; harnessing each child’s curiosity and exploratory nature. Moreover, the

approach allows children to learn at their unique pace and styles.

The IB framework, is a concept-driven, transdisciplinary and inquiry-based approach in

which students develop the confidence to take responsibility for their learning with the goal of

becoming internationally minded individuals, equipped to take responsibility in making a

positive difference in their personal and global communities. The framework promotes and

encourages academic and intercultural competencies, while simultaneously meeting the social

and emotional needs of our students.

Our innovative programs extend beyond academics and focus on each child as an individual;

taking the time to understand and build upon each child’s strengths, interests and capabilities.

With small student-teacher ratios, we take meticulous interest in each child’s development and

focus on individual learning needs to augment the learning outcomes of the Ontario Curriculum.

Finally, our programs are designed to promote experiential learning; academically, socially and

physically. Cumulatively, these programs provide a unique educational experience that

encourages curiosity, ignites passion, and inspires confidence.

The Ashwood Glen Learning Program is holistic and balanced in

that we focus equally on the following elements: 

Personal, and Social-Emotional Learning (PSEL),

Activities, and Academic Learning.  

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL

https://www.ashwoodglen.com/who-we-are/


Dear Ashwood Glen Community, 

This Yearbook is a snapshot of the highlights and memorable events of the year, and a record of the

students and staff members who formed the Ashwood Glen Community in 2020/ 2021. I hope it will

remind you of good times with friends, the new people you met, our diverse cultures, cultural, sports

and performing arts events, your year of learning and striving to be better in all that you do.

How adaptable we can be when faced with challenges and barriers! In 2020-2021, we learned what it

is to be locked down, locked out, bubbled, hand sanitised, isolated, socially distanced, masked,

traced, and tested. Through it all, we found ways to unite and work together. With technology and

creativity, we were able to maintain our sense of community. Students found ways to connect, have

fun, be supportive, while continuing to access education. How we respond to life’s challenges, makes

us stronger and builds our confidence.

The achievements of the year stand out in the pages of this yearbook; those experiences could not

have happened without the endless energy, skills and commitment of our Ashwood Glen staff. We

want to express our appreciation for our incredible group of hardworking and caring staff for their

efforts and flexibility. 

Despite everything, 2020/ 2021 has been a successful year. To those who have, directly or indirectly

enriched the lives of our students this year; our parent community, caregivers and support staff, I

extend my sincere thanks and best wishes.

A final word to Ashwood Glen students: Thank you for all your hard work throughout the school year.

We are honoured to be the place you have called school this past year. You keep us laughing and

young at heart. We are grateful for the joy you bring with you every single day. 

To those returning next year I look forward to seeing you back in September 2021, refreshed and ready

to tackle another year of opportunities and challenges!

I am honoured to serve as School Director.

Sonia Abbas

DIRECTOR'S ADDRESS
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A Montessori class is like no other,

Calm and peaceful, neutral in color

Amazing materials to challenge the mind,

And countless opportunities to grow and to shine,

A harmonious tone, where grace and courtesy are seen,

Children helping, children learning, exploring why

leaves are green,

A joyous community where independence abounds,

Learning through the senses, sandpaper letters to learn

the sounds,

 

Learning about the continents, working with landforms

too,

Learning the parts of an insect, persevering to tie your

shoe,

Pushing in your chair, rolling up your mat,

Using the Moveable Alphabet to spell the word, ‘c-a-t’

An environment where children work at their own pace,

Discovering, exploring, no pressure to win the race,

A philosophy that helps children be all they can be,

Guiding their learning by following their lead,

C H I L D R E N ' S

H O U S E

- Bree Van Nes

Intrinsically motivated,

Independent too,

The power of the absorbent mind

Soaking up knowledge through and through

 

Maria Montessori is one of a kind,

An acute observer, an intelligent mind

She believed in following the child’s lead,

And giving children the tools to help those in need

 

A Montessori class is like no other

And a teacher I’m proud to be

A role model, a facilitator, a nurturer, a friend,

Guiding them on a journey that I hope will never end

I feel so proud, so honored and blessed

To help each child achieve their best

To instill in them a love for life,

A passion for learning and a zest for life.



Woodpeckers 
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Dear Junior and Middle School Students, 

I am filled with pride and gratitude as I write this message to our first Junior and Middle School Cohort. The aim

of this publication is to celebrate achievements and to provide a memento which you may all look back on

fondly in years to come.   

As the years go by and with every challenging situation and life hurdle that you may encounter , I hope that you

remember and stay true to the Ashwood Glen values. You will always be an ‘Ashwood Glen Scholar’ and as such

I ask that you uphold our core values. I ask that you maintain a positive outlook on life and above all, be the best

person that you can be. 

As a first cohort, you have created a sense of community and traditions from day one. You have excelled

academically and socially. You have also worked hard but I hope you have enjoyed your time at Ashwood Glen

and had a great deal of fun along the way.

It is my hope that many years from now, once you have graduated from university and/or are enjoying a superb

career, the mere mention of Ashwood Glen or a second reading of this yearbook, will cause you to reminisce old

friendships, conjure many fond memories and help bring a smile to your face. 

Know that you have positively impacted the life of all Ashwood Glen Staff.

With every good wish for the future, 

Sonia Abbas

School Director

J U N I O R - M I D D L E

S C H O O L



Ms. Dahm
likes: hanging out with Luna and Nigel, singing, baking, reading 

dislikes: doing the dishes!

favorite memory this year: I can't just pick one! From birthday celebrations, to
silly conversations and my students' incredible growth, every moment of this year
has been my favourite! 

teacher words of wisdom: "It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are,
far more than our abilities". -Albus Dumbledore
 

P R I M A R Y

Y E A R S



Dear PYP students,  

What an amazing year we’ve had! As we wrap up our time together, let’s take a journey through
everything we’ve done and learned this year. Way back in September, we started off by learning more
about ourselves. We journeyed back through our lives so far, creating timelines and looking at how our
roles and responsibilities have changed over time. We also learned that animals change over time, too! To
show how much we learned about animal adaptation, we each created our own animal - it was so fun!

Next, we started looking at communities, and even designed and built our own! It was a fun job, planning
the different buildings and services that we wanted to have in our community. After designing our own
community, we did our very first research project and learned about different communities around the
world. It was so interesting to learn about how our countries are different, but also how they are
similar! After learning more about people from around the world, we also had the chance to write
letters to children around the world, telling them more about what our lives are like here in Canada.

After that, we put on our engineering hats, as we used our understanding of simple machines to design,
build and improve on our own inventions! Those elvish bakers sure were lucky to have had us designing
the tools to help them with their baking - our inventions were incredible! We also wrote detailed
instructions for them, so they would know how to use them.

In our next unit, we explored solids, liquids and gases, as we learned more about what everything in our
world is made of. So many fun experiments, there’s no way we could list them all! Making our own
ooblek was definitely a highlight - is it a solid or a liquid? We’re still not sure! It was also a lot of fun
testing whether objects would float or sink, and learning that that is called buoyancy.

Once we learned about what the world is made of, we looked around us and started to notice all of the
different cycles around us. We also saw that many of them are affected by the sun! We know that
the seasons, as well as day and night are caused by the sun, but it was crazy to learn that the clothes
that we wear are also impacted by the sun! So are the different sports and activities that we do!

In our final unit, we took a look at the world around us and noticed that our planet is amazing, but we
don’t always take very good care of it. We learned about the air and water cycles, and how they are
being polluted in so many different ways. Did you know that there is a garbage patch in the Pacific
Ocean that is three times the size of France? It’s true! We knew we needed to do something to help
fight this problem, so we decided to start campaigns to raise awareness and help people understand
that, even though we are each just one person, we can still make a difference. Some of us also wrote
stories for children, to teach them that they can play a part, too!

So many incredible memories from our year at Ashwood Glen - we have been very busy learning and
growing together, having our best school year ever!

Ms. Dahm



Daniel Essa

Liam Greaves

Hobbies: basketball, swimming, tae kwon do, going out for car rides, walks,
runs
 
Things I'm good at: making songs in music, learning about the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch, focusing in class, writing stories, learning new words

Things I enjoyed this year: Winter and Spring carnivals, GoNoodle, tae Kwon
Do, building a simple machines invention, building towers in Maker Space 

Hobbies: soccer, playing with my brother Noah
 
Things I'm good at: soccer, math, taking care of my brother, sports, writing,
PE

Things I enjoyed this year: sharpening my pencil, having fun at recess,
celebrating birthdays, learning about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch

Kenan Elsabawy

Hobbies: swimming, soccer, basketball 

Things I'm good at: math, sports, piano

Things I enjoyed this year: playing at recess, finding Easter eggs

Sam Kalkou

Hobbies: playing with my toys, watching tv, going to the skate park
 
Things I'm good at: biking, math, learning about animals, cannonballing
into the water, swimming 

Things I enjoyed this year: celebrating birthdays, finding Easter eggs



Cole Mays
 
 

Madison Pereira

Hobbies: playing in the creek, playing in the play set, playing outside with
siblings, spying on the adults, swimming, gymnastics

Things I'm good at: reading, math, biking, scootering, petting my cat, piano

Things I enjoyed this year: nice weather, art, science experiments, learning
new things in French

Chloe Redmayne

Hobbies: swimming, playing on the playset with my brother Cole, chalking with
Cole, gymnastics 

Things I'm good at: math, basketball, swimming, PE, art
 
Things I enjoyed this year: playing instruments in Performing Arts, doing
spelling tests and word sorts in Language Arts, learning about the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch

Hobbies: playing with my cat, swimming, hockey, playing with friends

Things I'm good at: playing and running, making new games, math, art

Things I enjoyed this year: sitting in the classroom, building a simple machines
invention, learning new things
 



Assembly in December
 (and winning the door
decorating contest!)

 
 

Doing yoga as part of our
mental health and wellness

unit in PE

Our community that we
designed and built

Our Simple Machines inventions



Making Oobleck!

Leaf drawings!  



Traditional Tale Characters
Day!

Doing our first 
research project!

Building towers in Maker
Space!



Ms. Khan 
likes: reading, watching movies, kayaking, travelling, sleeping!  

dislikes: bugs, Covid-19! 

favorite memory this year: playing tag with the class at recess!

teacher words of wisdom: "Seek education rather than grades. Seek your best rather than

someone else's. Seek friendship rather than acceptance. Seek worth rather than rank.

Seek to build rather than to tear down. Seek laughter and love in spite of pain and you

have  learned to live". -Jacqui Sheehan

M I D D L E

Y E A R S



Dear JMS students,

It's official! Ashwood Glen Junor Middle School has officially finished its pilot year and whoa, what a year

it has been!

As I look back to the many memories from this year, there are so many things that I will cherish. Who can

forget the speeches from World Travel Exposition, playing tag as recess, having snowball fights, making

slime in the STEM lab, creating kits for the Angel Project, finding new books at Starbooks Cafe, door

decorating for the holidays, showcasing at Exhibition, performing at the poetry slam, playing UNO as a

class, and even our great discussions at lunch. The list could go on and on!

Through many transitions and changes, due to Covid-19, you have been troopers. You have all worked so

hard, have grown so much this year, and I am proud of each and every one of you! 

Artur, I will remember you for your creativity and your ability to think outside the box. 

Joshua, I will remember you for your ability to achieve and the light in your eyes when you are passionate

about your work.

Andrew, I will remember you for your empathy and your caring nature towards others. 

Anas, I will remember you for your friendly nature and your loyalty towards your friends 

Laila, I will remember you for your tenacity to work and for never giving up

Hussein, I will remember you for your jokes and your nature to cheer everyone up. 

Yara, I will remember you for your work ethic and your ability to face challenges. 

Dana, I will remember you for your laughter and how you light up the room that you are in. 

As you continue through next year and beyond, never forget all that you have accomplished and be proud

of your achievements! 

Thank you for giving me such a truly amazing year! Have a great summer!

Ms.Khan



Andrew Aguiar Anas Alawadhi Dana Alawadhi

Joshua Maynes Artur Safaryan Yara Shakarchi

Hussein Younes Laila Younes



Travel Expo!





starbooks

cafe

poetry slam





likes: listening to music, singing 

dislikes: eggs, jumping, washing dishes

favorite memory this year: seeing a PYP student reading a
book without any help  

teacher words of wisdom: "In learning you will teach, and in
teaching you will learn." -Phil Collins

 
 

likes: travelling, photography, palm trees 

dislikes: cold weather

favorite memory this year: graffiti art with the MYP's &
learning about the ivory trade with the PYP's 

teacher words of wisdom: "You have brains in your head, you
have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any direction
you choose!" -Dr. Seuss 
 

likes: traperforming with my students, documentaries, sunsets

dislikes: injustice, greed and centipedes 

favorite memory this year: The December assembly when the
PYPs played the boomwhackers and MYPs played the
glockenspiels. I was so proud of the students' hard work!
Second runner up... When Hussein sent me a blooper video of
his dance where he falls in front of the camera and Laila
laughs hysterically.

teacher words of wisdom: Stay open to new experiences,
ideas and ways of seeing the world.
 

Mme. Fourati

Ms. Foley

Ms. Arshad

French

Performing
Arts

Art, P.E,
Design

S P E C I A L T Y

S U B J E C T S



F R E N C H

Second language learning in the IB program is a way to enrich student’s
experiences of the world and promote International Mindedness. As
part of our curriculum we learn the language, learn about the language
and learn through the language. This year both PYP and MYP students
have shown patience and perseverance learning French as a Second
Language while exploring the IB Global Contexts and learning about
ourselves and our world. 



This year, PYP students were determined to do their best to become fluent speakers of French! 
During this year, our PYP students practiced learning the language through written, oral, visual and
reading practice and instruction. We listened to short stories, songs and videos, played charades,
practiced writing and role playing dialogue and learned all about emotions and expressions through the
different global contexts as our points of exploration. 
Today, a lot of our PYP students have developed fluency, and can engage in simple conversations with
others about themselves, and their day; They can read and understand a variety of short texts and
express opinions about what they have read. 

PYP students mostly enjoyed the “Tchoutchoua” song that teaches body parts in a funny way, and the
game “lotto”, where they have to listen for sounds like finger snap, brushing teeth, helicopter and even
vacuum and guess what they hear. 

P Y P  F R E N C H



MYP students were passionate about discovering the different facets of francophone culture. Through
the exploration of the six global contexts of the IB program, our students were provided with
engaging activities that promote cultural diversity and international mindedness. 

MYP students learned to communicate about themselves and others. They acquired vocabulary to be
able to talk about their favorite hobbies, and their school life including their schedules and routines.

Together we practiced writing and role playing dialogues that allowed us to communicate with French
Students virtually to learn all about life in France and share our experiences! At Ashwood Glen, we do
our best to make our teaching materials as authentic as possible.

The third global context “Personal and Cultural Expression” was the context that had engaged students
the most. Our focus for this unit was mental health during COVID-19 and bullying in school. Our long
discussions around short videos and pictures helped our students reflect about their own experiences
and feelings, gain confidence while learning that their feelings are shared and common as well as
increase their mental flexibility and improve problem-solving skills.

M Y P  F R E N C H



 P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

In Performing Arts, students function as artists as well as learners of the arts. Artists
have to be curious. By developing curiosity about themselves, others and the world,
students become e ective learners, inquirers and creative problem-solvers. Students
create, perform and present arts in ways that engage and convey feelings, experiences
and ideas. Through this practice, students acquire new skills and master those developed in
prior learning.

Development in the arts is a dynamic process, and not necessarily linear. Students move
freely through a creative process towards a deeper understanding of the arts. The
process of creating artwork, as well as the product, demonstrates what students have
experienced, learned and attempted to convey.



Instruments we used this year
boomwhackers, glockenspiel, voice, various percussion instruments such as maracas, triangles, castanets, drums, etc.

In Performing Arts class, the students explored music, dance and drama, focusing both on concrete skills and various inquiry
lenses. In music class, we learned to read and notate rhythm and pitch on the grand staff. We practiced our skills by learning and
performing Land of the Silver Birch on the boomwhackers, as well as several short songs on the glockenspiel. Students used their
musicianship knowledge to compose their own music that reflected different elements of nature, and to play and identify
mystery tunes. In drama, we created a play about the lifecycle of a plant, and acted out the folktale “Pushing Up the Sky”.
Students learned about creating characters and using body language and tone of voice to express emotions. During dance class,
we created choreography to express emotions, as well as develop physical coordination. Students learned to identify the
elements of dance and use them to communicate a message. 
 
In our inquiry lessons, students discussed the importance of the performing arts in their own lives and cultures, as well as the
cultures of others. Students explored the reasons that humans create and enjoy art and how past societies communicated
stories and meaning through the performing arts. We focused on emotions and empathy in the arts, interpreting how others
communicate their emotions, and finding ways to express our own emotions using the elements of drama, dance and music. We
explored the connections between performing arts and nature, and learned about the variety of professionals and skills that
are required to put on a performance. We closed our year by examining the role that the arts play in activism, and how we can
use our own Performing Arts skills to communicate a message that is important to us. 

P Y P  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S





Instruments we used this year
Ukulele, glockenspiel, voice, various percussion instruments such as maracas, triangles, castanets, drums, etc.
 
Overview of the learning:
In Performing Arts class, students explored many aspects of music, dance and drama. In drama, students explored the element of
character by embodying a person from another place and time. Students wrote and performed monologues about their values and
beliefs, and created their own short skit to reflect an artistic intention. We worked on improvisation skills, both individually and as an
ensemble. Students explored various elements of dance, and worked to identify how they were used in a professional dance
performance. Students then created their own choreography, selecting the elements of dance that would allow them to communicate
two distinct emotions. In music class, students learned to read and write standard notation, playing Carol of the Bells and other short
pieces on the glockenspiel. We practice rhythm and note reading on the ukulele, and explore different musical and explored devised
notation through composition. Students created their own pieces of music to represent natural elements, and used those
compositions to enhance their travel expo presentations.
 
Through inquiry and discussion, students explored the role of performing arts in our daily lives. We shared works of performing art
from our various family backgrounds, and explored how the arts can deepen our understanding of self, and act as a vehicle for self-
expression. We discussed how art can connect us to people from other places and times, and about the challenges presented by
cultural appropriation. Students analysed how the elements of dance and music can be used as vehicles for emotional expression. We
examined the ways in which art illustrates our connections to nature, and explored the collaborative effort between organizations
and individuals needed to put on a production. We closed our year by examining the connections between the performing arts and
activism. Students discussed the role that artists play in changing the hearts and minds of their audiences, and explored ways to use
the arts to communicate their own message of activism.

M Y P  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S





A R T

The IB Visual Arts program encourages students to challenge their own creative

and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in

which students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent

thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-

makers.

In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives

and in different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with

and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. 



PYP  AR T

We have had a wonderful year exploring so many different

elements of art and creating some beautiful and creative pieces!

Students learnt about the life of Vincent Van Gogh, drew self-

portraits, explored family histories, and learnt about the roles and

responsibilities we have to protect of wildlife.

Awesome work this year PYP's!  







MYP  AR T

Art this year with the MYP's was nothing short of amazing!

Students stepped out of their comfort zones and experimented with multiple forms of

artistic expression. We created cities from lines, showcasing perspective, explored

identities and personas, created some awesome stop-motion films, and spray-painted

our own stencils to represent various social movements around the world. 

Bringing global realities into our classroom and providing a creative space to express

some of these real-life issues, truly allowed for powerful learning opportunities

amongst students.

Great work MYP's! You should all be so proud of yourselves!  

 







P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Students engaged in physical and health education will explore a variety of concepts that

help foster an awareness of physical development and health perspectives, as well as

positive social interaction. Physical activity and health are of central importance to human

identity and global communities, creating meaningful connections among people, nations,

cultures and the natural world.

Through physical and health education, students learn to appreciate and respect the ideas

of others, and develop effective collaboration and communication skills. This subject area

also offers many opportunities to build positive interpersonal relationships that can help

students to develop a sense of social responsibility and intercultural understanding.









D E S I G N

Design, and the resultant development of new technologies, has given rise to profound
changes in society, transforming how we access and process information, adapt our
environment, communicate with others, solve problems, work and live. MYP design
challenges students to apply practical and creative-thinking skills to solve design problems;
encourages students to explore the role of design in historical and contemporary contexts;
and raises students’ awareness of their responsibilities when making design decisions and
taking action.

Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of design. MYP design requires the use of the
design cycle as a tool, which provides: the methodology to structure the inquiry and
analyse problems; the development of feasible solutions; the creation of solutions; and the
testing and evaluation of the solution. In MYP design, a solution can be a model, prototype,
product or system independently created and developed by students.











Terry Fox Run



The Angel Project works to support patients and

hospitals by providing equipment and many

basic necessity items for patients to make them

feel thought of and cared for. Together, we were

able to surpass our target of 5O hygiene kits for

patients in complex or palliative care at the

Joseph Brant Hospital!

 

As Ashwood Glen pledged to match the number

of kits donated, as a community we donated a

total of 110 kits to the Angel Project!



Assembly 

Highlights 







Spirit Week! 





Winter 

      Carnival!





Spring 
Carnival!



Let

It

Snow!



CANDIDS!

etc. etc. etc. 
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